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Causes for the Dilution of Prospected Ore
Grade of Placer Gold

Chen Zhisheng

On the 149 placer gold samples analysed for their contrast grade factor, 72% of them have their
mining ore grade greater than the prospected ore grade. It shows that the prospected ore grade of
placer gold has been undergone a dilution, mainly due to the grade size variation of placer gold
mined; low quality of operation; equipments used not up to the required standard; volume sampling
poor in representativeness; inappropriate treating of erratic high-grade samples; and loss by identifi-

cation in laboratory.
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