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On Technical -Economic Types of Mineral Resources and .
Their Classification o
Si  Yongnian
(Nanchar¢ Designing Institute of Non- ferrous Metals Industry )
Abstract
Mineral resources may be classfied unitarily according to criterions of respective discipli-
nes such as geology , mining , ore-dressing and metallurgy . This classification method based upon
a single branch of learning is no longer suitable to the generalized case . A univel'sa;l mineral
resources classification methed which comprehensively sums up the criterions of all related sci -
ence and: arts including geology , mining . ore-dressing and metallurgy is needed. It may be called
the Technical -Economic Method Classification , according to which mineral resources may be clas-
sified into three types : 1 -boundary type .it can be subdivided further into natural, technical -econ
omic and mixed boundary types : 2 -commercial product type , including ore mineral .concertrate
and metallic compound subtypes: 3 -metallurgical technical type , including hydrometallurgical and
pyrometaliurgical subtypes. This technical -economic mineral resources classification is very help-

ful for ore valuation.

34



