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A Survey of Iron Ore Resources of China
Du Chunlin

(Bureau of Geology, Ministry of Metallurgical Industry)
Abstract

Since the founding of New China,it has been Proved through geological reconnaissance
and exploration that China is rich in iron ore resources and ranks the third in the world. In

this paper, firstly a review of the historical course of iron exploration in China is given.

Then following features of Chinese iron ore resources are mentioned: 1) A wide distribution
over the country (densely crowded in certain provinces) —China (excluding Taiwan)nowa-
days has sevenimportant iron metallogenetic provinces with productive area of 1800 in num-
ber; 2) A variety of metallogenetic conditions and ore deposit types~ Sedimentary metamor-
Phic iron deposit is of the chief type with a reserve amounted 54.4% of the total. Next to it
are magmatic,contact-metasomatic, hydrothermal sedimentary. volcanogenic and weathering-
residual types,ranked in their importance; 3) Low grade ores hold a dominant position-and
the ratios of high grade to low grade ores for different types of ore deposits are given in
the paper;and 4) Many useful components are associated with the iron deposits. They are:
V,Ti,RE,Nb,Cu, Sn, W, Mo,Pb,Zn, Co. and Au. At the endlof the paper,the author gives
a brief account about the Perepective of iron ore resource of our country and points out
thatin the eastern part many potential areas remain to be further prospected because the
depth of Prospecting for those known iron deposits are not sufficently large, while in the
western bPart, because the degree of geological exploration was low in the past. new prospective

. ' .
areas may be found.Inshort,a hopful future of China s iron ore resources is in existence.
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